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themselves masters of the greater part of our planet. Their geo-
logical background was another point in their favour. This, of
course, was a mere accident for which they deserve no personal
credit. But just the same, they plucked the fruit of all those colossal
volcanic eruptions and those gigantic glacial invasions and those
catastrophic floods which had made their continent what it was,
which had placed their mountains where they could most easily
be turned into national frontiers, and which made their rivers flow
in such a way that practically every part of the interior enjoyed
direct communication with the sea, a most important point for the
development of trade and commerce before the invention of the
railway and the motor car.
The Pyrenees cut the Iberian peninsula off from the rest of
Europe and became the natural frontier of Spain and Portugal.
The Alps performed a similar service for Italy. The great plain
of western France lay hidden behind the Cevcnnes, the Jura, and
the Vosges mountains. The Carpathians acted as a bulwark which
separated Hungary from the vast plains of Russia. The Austrian
Empire, which played such an important part in the history of
the last eight hundred years, consisted, roughly speaking, of a
circular plain, surrounded by difficult mountain-ranges which pro-
tected it against its neighbours.   Without these barriers Austria
would never have existed so long as it did, Germany too was no
mere political accident. It consisted of a large square of territory
which sloped gently from the Alps and the mountains of Bohemia
towards the Baltic Sea. And then there were islands, like England
and those of the old Greek Aegean Sea, and swamps like Holland
and Venice, all of them natural fortresses which Providence itself
seemed to have placed there for the development of independent
political units.
Even Russia, which we so often hear described as the result
of one man's terrific desire for power (Peter the Great of the
House of Romanov), was really much more the product of certain
natural and inevitable causes than we arc sometimes willing to
believe. The great Russian plain, situated between the Arctic
Ocean, the Caspian Sea, the Black Sea, and the Baltic, and between
the Ural Mountains and the Carpathians, was ideally situated for